Zion Lutheran Church Mission Statement

“Bonded in Christ’s love, we teach, preach, and equip God’s people for
discipleship here and throughout the world.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026
Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler

For those who are hearing challenged, Zion has digital listening devices for your use
during worship. Please ask a council member for one and they will show you how to
useiit.

Prelude & Ringing of the Bell
Welcome

Gathering our Spirits for Worship (As you are able please stand)
P - Long ago, the walls of Jericho came tumbling down.

C - Listen! The walls of division are still trembling, the
structures that keep us apart are remembering how to fall.

P - We stand inside the miracle, where no barrier can hold.

C - The dividing walls have come down, and we are walking
through them together.

Gathering Hymn - All are Welcome ELW #641 vs 1-3
Let us build a house where love can dwell

and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell

how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,

rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain
All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak,

and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witnhess

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain



Let us build a house where love is found

in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain

Prayer of Opening our Hearts to God

P - O Holy Presence,

C - We awaken to what is already true: the walls we feared are
now loosening, the separations we carried are dissolving, the
distance between us is thinning into light. Where we thought
there were boundaries, you have made doorways. Where we
thought there was blindness, you have given vision. For we
are standing beside Jericho as it falls, we are walking the road
with sight restored, we are the living temple where no wall
remains. Amen.

Reading of the Scriptures

First Reading - Joshua 6:1-5 The walls of Jericho come
tumbling down.

Now Jericho was shut up inside and out because of the Israelites;
no one came out, and no one went in. The Lord said to Joshua,
“See, | have handed Jericho over to you, along with its king and
soldiers. You shall march around the city, all the warriors circling
the city once. Thus you shall do for six days, with seven priests
bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. On the
seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, the
priests blowing the trumpets. When they make a long blast with the
ram’s horn, as soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all
the people shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city
will fall down flat, and all the people shall charge straight ahead.”

Psalm 85:10-11 (Please read responsively)
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.

Second Reading - Ephesians 2:14-16 The dividing wall is
broken down
For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both into one and has



broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between

us, abolishing the law with its commandments and ordinances, that
he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two,
thus making peace, and might reconcile both to God in one

body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through
it. Here ends this reading.

(Please stand as you are able)

Gospel - Mark 10:46-52 Jesus heals blind Bartimaeus

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd
were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar,
was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he
cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on

me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So
throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind
man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to him,
“Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his
sight and followed him on the way.

Gospel - Darwall’s 148" #893

Re-joice, give thanks and sing: your Sov-ereign God a-dore!
The scrip-ture has been read to guide us ev-er-more. Lift up
your heart, lift up your voice! Re-joice again, | say Re-joice!

(Please be seated.)

Children’s Message

Sing Blessing of our Children - Go, My Children, with My Blessing
ELW #543 vs 1

Go, my child-ren, with my bless-ing, nev-er a-lone. Wak-ing,
sleep-ing, | am with you, you are my own. In my love’s bap-tis-
mal riv-er, | have made you mine for-ev-er. Go, my child-ren,
with my bless-ing, you are my own.



Homily - Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler

Offering Hymn - You are Mine ELW #581 vs 1-3
| will come to you in the silence

| will lift you from all your fear

You will hear My voice

| claim you as My choice

Be still, and know | am near

| am hope for all who are hopeless
| am eyes for all who long to see
In the shadows of the night

| will be your light

Come and rest in Me

[Chorus]

Do not be afraid, | am with you
| have called you each by name
Come and follow Me

| will bring you home

| love you and you are mine

| am strength for all the despairing

Healing for the ones who dwell in shame

All the blind will see, the lame will all run free
And all will know My name

(Please stand as the offering is brought forward.)

Offering Sing Response - Lift Every Voice and Sing ELW #841
Lift ev-‘ry voice and sing, till earth and heav-en ring; ring with
the bless-ings of our of-fer-ing. Let our re-joic-ing rise, high as
the listen-ing skies, let it re-sound loud as the roll-ing sea.

Offering Blessing

P - Holy Giver and Holy Gift,

C - What we place before you is already part of the great flow;
nothing withheld, nothing separate. As walls fall, so does
scarcity. As divisions crumble, so does fear. Bless these
offerings as signs of a truth already alive among us: that there
is enough, that we belong to one another, and that generosity
is the natural language of a healed world. Multiply not just
these gifts, but our awareness; that we are already participants
in your abundance. Amen. (Please be seated)



Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of the Church - When the pastor says, “Lord in your
mercy” please respond with “Hear our Prayer.”



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion Liturgy

P - The Lord be with you.

C - And also with you.

P - Lift up your hearts.

C - We lift them to the Lord.

P - Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C - It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P - It is our joy, at all times and in all places to give God thanks and
praise. Therefore, let us sing.

Sung Response - This is the Feast page 140
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God

and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign
Alleluia. Alleluia.



The Words of Institution

Holy Communion - All visitors are welcome at the Lord’s Table
with us.

Communion Hymn - In the Cross of Christ | Glory ELW #324
In the cross of Christ | glory,

tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time.

All the light of sacred story

gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o'ertake me,
hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
never shall the cross forsake me;
lo, it glows with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming
light and love upon my way,

from the cross the radiance streaming
adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
by the cross are sanctified;

peace is there that knows no measure,
joys that through all time abide.

Prayer After Communion

P - Loving God,

C - We have tasted what has always been true. In this bread,
we recognized one body. In this cup, we remembered one life
flowing through all. The walls did not fall just long ago; they
have fallen here today, in us. The blindness did not heal only
once; our eyes are opening right now. We rise from this table
not as separate people, but as a single, breathing communion;
woven together in Christ, alive in one another. Amen.

Benediction (responsively)

P - Walk forward where nothing divides us.

C - We go out into our week ahead, with eyes open to what is
real.

P - You will see one another with clarity and compassion.

C - We go as living evidence; that the walls are down and love
remains.



Announcements in the Life of the Church

C - ZION... a place to belong, a place to believe, a place to
become!

Sending Hymn - Blest Be the Tie that Binds ELW #656
Blest be the tie that binds

our hearts in Christian love;

the unity of heart and mind

is like to that above.

Before our Father's throne

we pour our ardent prayers;

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
our comforts and our cares.

We share our mutual woes,
our mutual burdens bear,

and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

From sorrow, toil, and pain,

and sin we shall be free;

and perfect love and friendship reign
through all eternity.

P - Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C - Thanks be to God.

Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler - Interim Pastor 402-867-4044
Les Lieneman - Council President 402-223-0433
Michele Kolm - Church Office number 402-806-3601
Email -zionlutheranchurchpickrell@gmail.com

Helping out with Worship Today

Pastor..................... Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler
Organist............cooeeeene. . Alnora Daubendiek
Acolytes:.......ccooviiiiiiii. Cash Harwood

Millie Garton
Lector:......ooi Doug Parde
Greeters:.................... Wes & Sandy Meints

Dennis & Patti Behrens


mailto:-zionlutheranchurchpickrell@gmail.com

May Altar Guild: Karla Holland, Rhonda Dorn, Lynette Dorn,
Doreen Busboom, Kelly Lenners, Christy Buhr

May Table Troop: Robert Ideus (Leader), Don Schuster, John
Gronewold, Paul & Shellie Remmers, Les & Mert Rademacher,
Linda Ideus

Vital Statistics for last Sunday
Worship: 159 Giving: $7,141.95
SS: 47 Giving: $ 140.25

THIS WEEK IN THE LIFE OF ZION

Today
8:45am - Sunday School
9:00am - BKF Club/Adult Bible Study/Endless Hallelujah practice

10:00am - Worship/Communion

Wednesday

7:00pm - Committee Meetings

7:00pm — Beatrice Baccalaureate Service
7:30pm — Council Meeting

Next Sunday (Mother’s Day)

8:45am - Sunday School

9:00am - BKF Club

10:00am - Worship/Amigos/Kids of the Kingdom/Endless Hallelujah

Helping out next Sunday

Pastor:..................... Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler
Organist..............ccoeeeenls Shirley Groneowld
Acolytes:.......ccooiiiiiiiii, Tavin Lieneman

Nolan Buhr
Lector:.....ccoooiii Carrie Reed
Greeters:..............oo... .. Billy & Janet Harms

Robert & Linda Ideus
Special Music:...Kids of the Kingdom/Amigos
Endless Hallelujah



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to worship! A Warm Welcome to all our visitors. We
are so glad you are here & would love to have you visit

again! Please sign a visitor card located in the pews and place
the information section of the card in the offering plate. We
hope to see you again!

THIS WEEKS BULLETIN IS SPONSORED BY: Patty Thomas &
Doyle Scott in memory of George Wolken'’s birthday which was May
4th,

IF INTERESTED IN SPONSORING A WEEKLY BULLETIN you
may do so by contacting the Church secretary and making a check
out to Zion Church for $75.00.

THANK YOU — Marsha, Rosanna, and Anora would like to thank
the youth Sunday school kids that sent them the May Day cards.
They would like you to know they were a great surprise and very
special to them.

THANK YOU - to the 8™ grade confirmands for the beautiful
bouquet of flowers. We enjoyed teaching you and wish you God’s
blessings as you continue your faith journey beyond confirmation.
~Marcia and Cindy

THANK YOU - to the 7™ grade class for the gift card to Paper Moon
Pastries in Cortland. We will enjoy the sweets! We enjoyed
teaching this class of 4 boys during the past year. You kept us
laughing. God'’s blessings as you keep growing your faith!

~Marcia and Cindy

Recognition Sunday is May 17t". Please get your graduates
,i information to the church office (402-806-3601 or
zionlutheranchurchpickrell@gmail.com) if you would
like your family member who is graduating either high
school or college recognized.




FARM FRESH EGGS - Farm fresh eggs are now available for
purchase! Suggested price is $3 per dozen and can be found on the
Welcome Center. Proceeds will support various projects around the
church. Eggs have been generously donated by Don Schuster—
thank you for your kindness and support!

SEALED BIDS BEING ACCEPTED - The Council is accepting
sealed bids for the sale of a Roland Fantom-G8 electric piano
(Model: Fantom-G8, Serial No. Z3A9026). All bids must be received
by May 15" and may be submitted to any Council member. The item
is being sold as-is, with no warranties expressed or implied. For
additional information or to arrange inspection of the equipment,
please contact any council member

2026 BACCALAUREATE SERVICE - Adams Lutheran Church is
hosting the Freeman Baccalaureate Service at 7pm on Wednesday,
May 13™. All are welcome to attend to honor our church graduates
& others graduating this year.

Beatrice Baccalaureate Service is May 6" at 7pm. All are welcome
to attend to honor our church graduates & others graduating this
year.

**If any of the Beatrice graduates are interested in reading
scripture during this service please contact our church office.

Crew Leaders Needed!
We re looking for enthusiastic volunteers in 6th-12th grade to

PN Vl(@a serve as Crew Leaders and help guide
| younger explorers through an
unforgettable rainforest journey!

&. Lead your crew through exciting
activities
e ® © Encourage and support younger

~ kids

‘Ml %5 Help make VBS a wild, fun, and
faith-filled experience!

Don’t miss out—sign up under Volunteer Registration and join the
adventure on May 26-29th!
https://vbspro.events/p/75b377



https://vbspro.events/p/75b377

AMERICA 250 - The Nation’s upcoming birthday July 4,

2026, honors he 250" Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration
of Independence of the United States of America, with a focus on
gratitude, religious freedom, and service. As part of the

“America 250" we

are planning to commemorate this historic moment in

our nation’s history here at Zion. On Sunday morning, June

14th, we will gather to celebrate and honor America. As this event
is still in the planning stages, we do have a plan to include a display
of Quilts of Valor from our present and past Zion members. We are
also hoping to award a Quilt of Valor. At this time, we are looking
for “Quilts” of Valor that have been presented to service
members or veterans that attend or have attended Zion. We
are also seeking names and contact information for service
members or living veterans who may be eligible to receive a
Quilt of Valor. As there is a protocol to nominate a candidate,
this information is needed in a timely manner. Please contact
Denise Schlake-ldeus or Marcia Busbhoom with any of the
above information or if you would like to help with planning
this celebration. We are grateful to be collaborating with Quilts of
Valor organizations through Quilt Stitches in Beatrice and
“Piecemakers” in Firth.

***The Mission of the Quilts of Valor Foundation is to cover Service
Members and Living Veterans touched by war with a comforting
and healing Quilt of Valor.

online GIVING OPTION - Simply scan the QR

GIVING  Code to the right to access Zion's
Venmo account and submit your offering. Offering
envelopes and online giving via Vanco are still
available to members as well. Any members with
questions regarding these options can reach out to a church
council member.

Bailey Pointe - Vivian Schuster

Gold Crest - Janice Jurgens, Doreen Wallman, Marilyn Robinson
Homestead House - Anora Schoen, Rosanna Miller, Marsha
Zulauf

Our Homes Assisted Living - Randy Oltman
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
May 26 - 29th

8:30-11:30 AM
for kids in PreK - 5" Grade

£ s
[
Register by May 11th

- \ Volunteer Opportunities Available
M $10 Registration Fee




