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GO AND...Ask (Nebraska Synod theme for the month of October)

In a world that is shifting and changing, we have come to recognize the importance of asking good questions.
Good questions come from intentional listening and willingness to engage with the unknown. God, Jesus,
prophets, disciples, crowds, and Martin Luther all asked questions. As followers of Jesus, we are called to
wrestle with the questions, which do not always result in clear answers.

Questions to consider:

> What big questions are on your heart and mind?

> What is a question you are afraid to ask?

> What would you add to Martin Luther’s '95 Theses?

> What is a ‘Go to’as you engage in conversation?

Prayer: Knowing God, what are you asking of me? Amen.

Dear Church Family,

Autumn brings another change in pace. School is back in session, work becomes busier for many,
and the church calendar starts to pick up. Autumn also brings a change in the weather. Autumn
brings with it colder, crispier weather and decreasing daylight. Decreasing daylight is something my
wife does not like at all. Trees begin changing from green to gold, orange, and red, blanketing the
ground beneath with warm colors.

Autumn is a time of harvest, and we need to keep that in mind each day. We need to pray for
farmers, farm families, day laborers, migrants and related agribusiness workers, their health and their
abundance. We need to reflect on how this land has been planted, cultivated and harvested over the
past decades if not centuries.

For many, autumn is a time to reestablish routines. The first Wednesday (10/4) of the month is our
Confirmation service project where our parents and kids pick trash from the roads leading to Zion. We
invite ALL church families to join us in this worthy project. On the second Sunday (10/8) we have
Good Neighbor/New Member Recognition hoping for a large crowd and thanking the Hospitality team
for our refreshments that day. Then | have Fall Leadership Gathering from Monday, October 23 to
Wednesday, October 25™ in Kearney but back for 8" grade confirmation. On Sunday, October 29t we
end our month of Sundays with Reformation October.

| have always liked autumn...it makes me smile...for me, autumn portrays God’s abundant mercy,
steadfast love, and enduring faithfulness. Time and time again, we see God'’s love being poured out for
us!

Sincerely Pr. Jer



9 am SUNDAY COFFEE FELLOWSHIP IN OCTOBER 2023

Join renowned teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan as he guides us through the land of the Bible.
In each lesson, Vander Laan illuminates the historical, geographical, and cultural context of sacred
Scriptures. Filmed on location in the Middle East, the faith lessons will transform your understanding
of God and challenge you to be a true follower of Jesus.

10/1/2023 — By Every Word—Striking the Rock (location Timnah)
10/8/2023 — With All Your Might: The Final Test (location Jerusalem)
10/15/2023 — A Well-Watered Garden (location Jerusalem)

WEDNESDAYS IN OCTOBER 2023

Reminder to start thinking about your Bible verse and My Faith Project for Confirmation
Sunday on April 28, 2024. My Faith Project will be displayed on Sunday, April 21, 2024 in the
fellowship hallway. My Faith Project is explained at the end of this booklet.

10/4/2023 — 6-7 p.m. 7" & 8" Grade SERVICE PROJECT — Stewardship with Benefits

This is our annual service project event each fall for Zion’s confirmation group and parents. We walk
the roads picking up trash on both sides of the road leading to Zion. We receive both money ($50 a
mile) plus resources (gloves, vests, gloves, etc.) from Keep Beatrice Beautiful Inc. The money
raised (usually $200) goes to pay for Confirmation Sunday robes, pictures, etc. We appreciate our
parents’ help in this service project to make it work. Supper will be served as follows for all.

10/11/2023 — 6-7 p.m. - Exploring the Commandments Part Two

Bible Text: John 2:1-12; 32:1-20; Matthew 5:17-48; 2 Samuel 11:1-27

Lesson Focus: God wants us to honor, respect, and nurture all living things.
Big Question: Honor, respect, and nurture...how am | supposed to do all that?
Key Words: RESPECT, NURTURE, INTERRELATEDNESS, HUMAN SEXUALITY

e Snack & drink plus staying the hour: Harley Grone’s family

10/18/2023 — 6-7 p.m. - Exploring the Commandments Part Three

Bible Text: Luke 16:19-31; 1 Kings 3:16-28

Lesson Focus: God calls us to be honest and fair and to protect truth and property—always!.
Big Question: Always be fair, honest, and truthful--am | supposed to be perfect?

Key Words: HONESTY, SHARE, PROTECT, INTEGRITY, TRUTH

e Snack & drink plus staying the hour: Paxton Parde’s family

10/25/2023 — 6-7 p.m. - Exploring the Commandments Part Four

Bible Text: Matthew 6:19-21

Lesson Focus: We honor God when we are content with what we have and help others to keep
what they have.

Big Question: Other people have so much more, how am | supposed to be grateful for what |
have?

Key Words: CONTENTMENT, COOPERATION, ALTRUISM, BENEVOLENCE

e Snack & drink plus staying the hour: McCoy Peters’ family



Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting September 6, 2023

Meeting was called to order by President Alan Folkerts

Members present: Brenda Gronewold, Kristi Dorn, VeAnn Jurgens, Carrye Meints, Neal Meints,

Kenny Reed, Cindy Parde, DeAnn Oltman

Absent: None

Pastor Jer shared: Regroup & Reflect

Motion made and seconded to accept meeting agenda for 9/6/2023 meeting.

Motion made and seconded to accept minutes from August 9, 2023 meeting.

Upcoming Baptisms:
e 9/17/2023 — 1:00 p.m. Private/Family Aspyn Kay Schmitter, Paige Buss & Jordan Schmitter
e 11/5/2023—Baby Boy Kurt & Anna (Jurgens) Siebert

Upcoming Weddings:
e 9/16/2023 Dale Hrenchir & Hannah Ley
e 10/21/2023 Trip Cornelius & Amya Beach

July’s Mileage: 402 miles

Celebrating God’s Work in Progress — Old Business

e Mission Sunday — September 24, 2023, Table Grace Café will be there.

e Good Neighbor Sunday/New Members— October 8, 2023

e Windows — Working on getting the contract signed. The estimated total is $136,361. Need to put
a 10% down payment. Should start in April.

e Door Update — Pickrell Lumber is contacting the man to get it set up.

e Outlets — Talked to James Buhr about the heat tape for the outlets outside by the downspouts to
get fixed.

Discerning God’s Will - New Business

e Rally Sunday — September 10, 2023 and back to 10:00 church start time.

e Endowment Fund — The Endowment Committee agreed to give $100,000.00 to the window
project. Connie Thornburg is checking into a grant to put towards the windows. The committee
is also giving $6,000.00 to Tuck Pointing.

e AED — The AED machine has been updated. The Phillips Company will send a letter to
replace worn out pads. They don’t replace the batteries.

Ministry Team Report as of September 6, 2023

e Financial-General Fund Balance on hand 8/1/2023 $107,562.54

e Income - $105,926.45

e Balance on hand - 8/31/2023 $111,151.79

e Sinking Fund - $54,558.93

e Seminary Fund - $40,957.10

e Thrivent Mutual Fund - $2,750.78

e Open Savings - $30,235.52

Motion was made to approve the Financial and Ministry Team Reports.
Next Council Meeting will be October 4, 2023.

Devotions - 7:00

Committees — 7:05

Council - 7:30

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted, Carrye Meints, Secretary



COMMITTEE REPORTS

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: Larry Gronewold, Keith Parde, Kelly Lenners, Denise Schlake-ldeus
Secretary’s Minutes: Keith Parde moved & Kelly seconded approved minutes with “reg’ changed

to requirement.
Treasurer’s report: Larry moved approval of Treasurer report & Denise seconded.

Balance on hand 9/6/23 $ 92,515.64
In CD’s 123,779.04
Balance on hand 9/6/23 $216,294.68

Old Business: Kelly moved that Endowment give up to $10,000 if needed to the General Fund
for tuck pointing so needed in 2023. Denise seconded motion. Motion approved.
Window leading project was expected to be $136,000. Denise moved that we give
$100,000 to the window leading project, including the deposit. Kelly seconded. Motion passed.
New Business: Endowment Committee will receive funds from the 51" Sunday Collection in Oct.
Larry moved and Keith seconded to adjournment.

HOSPITALITY: Did not meet
Serving Floats 9/10 after Church
Do a Halloween treat at the end of October

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE: Did not meet

PARISH ED:
9/6/23 Meeting Notes
Members Present: Heather Hippen, Kate Meints, Allison Lane, Nicole Behrends & Lanette Nelson
Members Absent: Jay Bartlett
= Balance on hand
o $2,203.19 as of 8/23
= Expenses
o $917.98 for Sunday School materials, Bibles, and Catechisms
o $185? for digital subscription for Spark
» Old Business
o Kate updated the handbook and ordered Sunday School materials, Bibles, &

Catechisms.
o Hannah Hrenchir will be teaching 7" grade and Doreen will help get her started.

= New Business
o Rally Sunday was 9/10/23.
o The handbook, with all of the important dates for the year, was sent home and will be
posted on the Sunday School Facebook page.

PROPERTY & MANAGEMENT: Did not meet

Park Board: Did not meet

Publicity: Did not meet

STEWARDSHIP: Did not meet

WILLIE & ANNA MEINTS ENDOWMENT: Did not meet

WORSHIP & MUSIC: Alnora Daubendiek, Shirley Gronewold, Carrye Meints
Picked Hymns for October and November

YOUTH: Did not meet



Early Bird registration is nhow open for
Confirmation/Summer Camp 2024 at Camp Carol Joy
Holling.
Reach out now to registrar@NLOM.org to reserve your group’s week at Camp. Don’t
wait too long because last year slots were filled and some didn’t get to go to
camp.

GOOD NEIGHBOR & NEW MEMBER SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2023
During the past year, Zion has received thirteen new church
family members. These new members have transferred their -
church membership to us, and it is now time to recognize them: /
Amya Beach from St. John's Beatrice 6 @é{}(),ﬁ@@
Brandy Coffin, Briston, & Brooks from St John’s Beatrice ¥ Our Church
Zach & Natalie Coffin and Chloe & Sydney Brauer from %%
Holy Cross
Dale & Hannah Hrenchir - Dale was a former Zion member in 1984.
Hannah from First Evangelical Church Lincoln
Ernie & Janice Jurgens from First Lutheran in Wilbur (also former
members of Zion)
Janie Vrtiska — Sheridan in Lincoln

This will all happen on Sunday, October 8, 2023! Along with their recognition, Zion
has assembled a new member gift to be presented to them.

If you are interested in becoming a new member and being a part of this group
recognition, please contact the church office so we can send a letter of transfer.

Zion’s Candles, Carols and Christmas Stories

6 pm Sunday, December 3, 2023 — We will again be celebrating
Zion’s annual candlelight service on the First Sunday in Advent. We are
inviting all of Zion’s choirs to participate! Pastor will again be contacting
individuals for solo music. We will also have narrators reading Christmas
stories from 1800’s to 1990’s. Please attend this festive night!




LWR BLANKET SEWING DAYS in October!

LWR Blanket Assembly: The blankets made for Lutheran World
Relief go all over the world and some stay locally. No sewing ability or
experience is necessary. If you use a stick pin, tie knots and iron you
can help make a blanket and enjoy a day, or part of a day of
fellowship. Come check out our new sewing machines and supplies.
We will meet in the Parish Hall basement - 9 am to 3 pm come and
spend a few hours or the day (bring a lunch). You can also volunteer to
make a top or tie a blanket outside of these days. You can also
arrange a group to assemble blanket(s) at another time.

If you have questions, please contact Karen Gilbreath (402) 661-
9362 or Denise Schlake-ldeus at (402) 806-2236. The days for October are 9,10,16 & 17.

The LWR Blanket Sewing Ladies would like to Thank everyone that donated
money for the new sewing machines!

The ladies are enjoying the new machines! They are so much better that the
ladies that pin cannot keep up with the ladies sewing on the binding — with the old
machines they seemed to break down either the thread or needles would break, or the
stitching wouldn’t be right. Now they can just sew without as many problems. Also
purchased supplies and fabric with the money we received. Here are some pictures of
our ladies sewing in September. Mildred Fossler has made over 100 quilt tops again
this year. Rosanna Miller has made 105 of these mats for the Orphan Grain Train. It
takes about 700 plastic bags to make one mat.

Irene and Mildred ewing on the new sewing machines. Second picture is of the mats
that Rosanna Miller makes — she has made 105 of these for the Orphan Grain Train.



Lorene & Elnora pinning a quilt together. Lois and Elaine are tying queens!

Misson Sunday — with the quilts Displayed and the ones we already have boxed up for delivery — the
ladies have so far completed 139 beautiful quilts. We will be distributing them to CASA, The City
Mission in Lincoln, The Sober House in Beatrice and LWR.

We have 4 more sewing days to complete more in October. Consider coming and helping with
this project. God’s Work our Hands! Mildred has sewed together over 100 tops over the
summer.

Delivery days will be the week of October 30" — November 3" from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm each day.
The drop off spot in Omaha is 10611 Gertrude St, LaVista, NE 68128. We will need at least 1
more driver, possible 2 depending on the number of boxes.

Misson Sunday Celebration

Quilts on display!
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Mobile Grace Food Truck Staff

New Bible Study Opportunity coming!

Consists of six sessions beginning October 17 from 6:30-7:30 pm each
Tuesday evening.

Book/Topic - “Forgiving What You Can’t Forget” by Lisa Terkeurst.

If interested, you are asked to purchase the book on your own. The video
& discussion questions will be provided. Contact Connie Thornburg if
interested.

Hello Zion Family & Friends,

One of the things I'm most passionate about in my job is how God is reaching and using
Gen Z for his kingdom! This June, | had the privilege of going to visit our team in Christchurch,
New Zealand and see how they are doing adjusting to ministry and culture as they live overseas.
They have officially been there over 6 months and | am so proud of them as a team and how
they are each stepping into what God has called them to in this season as they invest deeply
into university students in New Zealand.

Another one of my favorite things I've gotten to do this past summer is help coach the
Taiwan team. We have weekly zoom calls going over how to live and work well on a team and
how to adapt to new cultures. They are such a fun team of individuals and | am excited to see
how God uses them in the next two years to minister in Taiwan!

Thank you for your partnership in this ministry. | hope you know how much each of you
mean to me and how very grateful I am for you!

Laboring with you,
Cassie Thornburg



WELCA General Meeting
September 13, 2023

Pastor Jer led a bible study “Jesus give us your peace.”
Chairperson Marcia Busboom called the meeting to order.

The minutes from the January 29, 2023 General Meeting were distributed and read. The minutes were approved, with a
correction “Caroline Ideus and Denise Schlake-ldeus will be embroidering the baptismal napkins.

Susan Newman read the Treasurers Report. The offerings this year, plus the donations for the new sewing machines was
$2,331. Expenses, including the sewing machines, was $2,271. The balance is $1,467. The Kitchen Fund had income of
$1,600 and expenses of $708.12 for a balance of $4,912.79. Treasurers Report was approved.

Committee Reports

Mission Karen Gilbreath indicated that help may be needed to deliver the Lutheran World Relief school kits and blankets
to the shipping point in Omaha (October 30 — November 3). There were 126 school kits assembled on Rally Sunday. A
sampling of blankets made for LWR, CASA, the Mission, etc will be displayed on Mission Sunday, September 24. The new
sewing machines are very much appreciated and the sewers are enjoying using them.

Kitchen Let Elnora Lenners know if we need anything in the kitchen.

Baptismal An example of the personalized embroidered baptismal napkin was shared. This replaced the personalized
baptismal blanket.

Grace Circle Gather magazine arrived on time this past month.

NSWO ELCA Biennial Convention and Gathering October 6-8, 2023 at Carol Joy Holling. The SE Conference Spring
Gathering is in Syracuse April 6, 2024.

Old and New Business
2024 Budget was proposed. No changes from last year. Will vote on it at January meeting.

Summer Fellowship - Thank you to all that helped with it.

Warrens Table is September 26. Marcia Busboom is coordinating and will reach out for help and food.

WELCA Officer Situation - Same as current ones unless individual(s) would like to volunteer. Discussed ways to make
Treasurer’s job easier.

Funeral Luncheon Coordinators — Elnora Lenners and Dorothy Trauernicht are stepping down as the coordinators. They
were thanked for the years of service. We will need to find a solution to who will buy the food and supplies for funerals.
Annette Weise and Linda Hooper will continue to be coordinate the volunteers.

Spring Event — The guest speaker will be “Yesterday’s Lady” from Beatrice and the event will be related to our church’s
anniversary. The date will be set after consulting with the speaker.

2024 Yearbook — Karen will update this, as church secretary.
An offering of $63 was taken.
The next WELCA meeting is after church on January 14, 2024.

The meeting was adjourned and concluded with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Denise Schlake-Ideus for Linda Hooper, Secretary.




Sunday School News

We would like to thank our 2023-2024 teachers for their past dedication and
willingness to teach the Word of God to our children. They have done, and
continue to do, an outstanding job!

Little Angels Shirley Gronewold- 53 years
Crystal Scholl- 9 years
Pre-K Alyssa Lieneman - 6 years
Kate Meints - 4 years
Kindergarten Jordan Freeman - 5 years
Laura Fikar - 9 years
1st Grade Brooke Jensen - 1 year
Sarah Bartlett - 1 year
2nd Grade Renae Mason - 20 years
Jami Meints - 7 years
3rd Grade Carrie Reed - 5 years
4th Grade Joni Folkerts - 3 years
Terra Wiese - 1 year
5th Grade Jennifer Mahler - 6 years
First Communion Karla Carstens - 1 year
6th Grade Brian & Sammie Garton - 1 year
7th Grade Doreen Remmers - 16 years
Hannah Ley
Confirmation Marcia Busboom - 29 years
Cindy Jurgens - 29 years
8th Grade Les Lieneman - 24 years
Music Leaders
Kids of the Kingdom (Little Angels-1st Grade): Shirley Gronewold,
Jordan Freeman & Angie Blecha
Amigos (2nd-6th Grade): Sammie Garton

We celebrated with the second graders on receiving their bibles on Rally Day
Sunday, September 10th. Here is a list of the second graders that will receive their
bibles: Emmitt Buhr, Brooks Coffin, Remington Fast, Lennon Hofstetter,
Emma Lane, Kali Oltman, Blakeley Peters, Chloe Remmers, McKendrick Sutter,
Aubrey Wiese

Their teachers this year will be Renae Mason and Jami Meints. Please keep these
young members of Zion in your prayers - along with all the other children and families
of Zion.




Thank you’s

German School update!
HUGE Thank You to those who have worked getting the schoolhouse updating done:

Nick Meints, Meints Drywall, for hanging sheetrock/finishing ceiling.

Craig Ideus for electrical and putting in recessed lighting.

Doreen Ideus, Nebraska Window Covering, who will provide window shades
and installation.

Annette Wiese for donating extra paint.

Property & Management for removal of items no longer needed.

Volunteer painters: Annette Wiese, Sandy Meints, Connie Thornburg, Mert

Rademacher, Diane Oltman and Janet Harms.

Praising God for 126 LWR School Bags stuffed &
packaged for use in needed parts of our world! Special
thanks to all those that purchased items as well as those
members who helped fill them on Rally Sunday!

“God’s Work - Our Hands”!
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The family of Dennis Busboom would like to extend a heartfelt thank you for all the
many acts of kindness shown with his passing. Thank you for all the phone calls,
visits, food, flowers, memorials, cards, Bake & Take Ministry, and prayers sent our way.
God has truly blessed us in so many ways with wonderful friends and family.

God Bless You All,

The family of Dennis Busboom

Electronic Recycling Event
Saturday, October 14 from 9-1
Indian Creek Mall Parking Lot
Computer Monitors, Computer Parts & Accessories, Home Theatre
machines, Audio Electronics. NO toner or VCR tapes!
Questions contact Keep Beatrice Beautiful at 402-228-4576
Sponsored by Keep Beatrice Beautiful, Ashley Furniture

Homestore, and Star City Recycling




Sympathies

Our deepest sympathies to Michael and Doreen Busboom and family on the
passing of Doreen’s mother Doris Dorn on September 2. Her funeral was Thursday,
September 7™ at American Lutheran Church in Adams. Please continue to keep the
family in your prayers.

Our deepest sympathies to Jeff & Jennifer Busboom and family on the passing of
Jeff's father Dennis Busboom who passed away September 5™. His funeral was
Saturday, September 9" at American Lutheran in Filley. Dennis is also the brother of
Linda Hooper & Sandra Mimmick. Please keep the whole Busboom family in your
prayers.

Baptisms

Welcome to our newest member in Christ on September 17" Aspyn Kay
Schmitter. Daughter of Jordan Schmitter and Paige Buss. Aspyn’s sponsors were
Morgan Behrens and Brynn Sullivan. Please keep this family in your prayers.

Congratulations:
Congratulations to Dale and Hannah Hrenchir on their wedding that was held here
at Zion on Saturday, September 16". May God Bless this union.

IF INTERESTED IN SPONSORING A WEEKLY BULLETIN you may do so by
contacting the Church secretary and making a check out to Zion Church for $75.00.

September Bulletins Sponsored by:
September 10" bulletin was sponsored by Alnora Daubendiek in memory of Ed
who passed away suddenly, Sunday at noon on September 10, 2017.

September 17" bulletin was sponsored by Dale and Hannah Hrenchir in honor of
their wedding that was at Zion on September 16", 2023.

September 24" bulletin was sponsored by Patty Thomas in honor of her parents
wedding anniversary that would have been on September 25,



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

1 Mark Cornelis

2 Jon Gronewold

3 Jackson Evers
Ryan Meints

4 LaDonna DeBuhr
Allison Ideus
Ervin Meints
Luna Meints

5 Derek Zimmerman

9 Crystal Scholl

10 Noah Jurgens

11 Susan Buss
Daniel Barr
Courtney Schlake

13 Korbin Busboom
Michelle Jurgens
Barbara Meints

15 Sabrina Glynn

16 Kenley Schoen

17 Jake Buhr
Devyn Gronewold
Daniel Jurgens
Andy Schoen

18 Will Ideus

Dorothy Trauernicht

19 Joshua Glynn
Chris Mason

21 Austin Folkerts

22 Linda Blackwell
Kylie Church
Tyson Parks
Iris Wiese

23 Doreen Busboom
Mary Lenners
Matt Meints
Palmer Parks
Katrina Novonty

24 Lynette Dorn
Macy Gronewold
Zane Hoffman

25 Riley Frerichs
Tiffany Buss

26 Jaxson Lane
Marlowe Sutter

28 Craig ldeus

29 Alan Wiese

30 Kyle Schlake

31 Carly Meints
Aaron Miller

Robert Wallman



YOUR VOCATION FOR THE MONTH

What you do for God!

WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE

October 1

Organist: Alnora Daubendiek
Acolytes: Harley Grone

Kipton Lovitt
Lector: Sandy Meints
Greeters: Council
Special Music: Men’s Choir
Breakfast Club: Jennifer Mahler

October 8
Organist: Shirley Gronewold
Acolytes: Paxton Parde
Karlee Riha
Lector: Linda Blackwell
Greeters: Hunter & Linda Blackwell
Doug & Rhonda Dorn
Special Music: Kids of the Kingdom
Breakfast Club: Karla Holland

October 15

Keyboard: Janelle Ideus
Guitar: Deric Bloom
Acolytes: Jayden Wiese
Colt Rinne
Lector: Todd Bohimeyer
Greeters: Wes & Sandy Meints
Steve & Diane Oltman

Special Music: Endless Hallelujah
Breakfast Club: Need Volunteer

October 22

Organist: Alnora Daubendiek

Acolytes: James Scholl
Presleigh Borgman
Lector: Denise Schlake-ldeus
Greeters: Gerald & Denise Ideus
Les & Mert Rademacher
Special Music: Amigos
Breakfast Club: Need Volunteer

October 29

Organist: Alnora Daubendiek
Acolytes: McCoy Peters

Max Cornelius
Lector: Mary Lenners
Greeters: Dean & Andrea Siefkes

Gary & Annette Wiese
Special Music:
Breakfast Club: Need Volunteer

October Altar Guild: Linda Ideus,
DeAnn Oltman, Karen Gilbreath,
Annette Wiese, Rhonda Fossler.

October Table Troop: Gary Wiese
(leader), John & Marcia Busboom, Doug
& Rhonda Dorn, Duane & Janice Parde,
LeAnn Fossler
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