
Zion Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“Bonded in Christ’s love, we teach, preach, and equip God’s people for discipleship here 

and throughout the world.” 

Fourth Sunday of Easter & 

Mother’s Day May 8, 2022                                                                                            

For those who are hearing challenged, Zion has digital 

listening devices for your use during worship. Please ask an 

usher or council member for one and they will show you how 

to use it. 

Prelude – Bell 

In Luke’s gospel, the women who came on Easter morning were intent on 

performing the rituals of grief but were thwarted by the emptiness of the tomb. Their 

first response was not joy, but terror and confusion. The celebration of Easter breaks 

into the spiral of grief, but the stages of grief, denial, and bargaining continue to 

unfold. “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” the angel asks (Luke 24:5). 

Like the women at the tomb, many of us still find ourselves among the dead.  

Easter Welcome  

P- Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

C- Jesus Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Gathering                                                                                                                         

P- The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is 

that promise of 

Jesus.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

C- The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. Psalm 23:1                                                                                                            

P- It was true for Dorcas of Joppa. It was true for those “who come out 

of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all 

the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall pursue me all the days 

of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

C- The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. Psalm 

23:1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Gathering Hymn – Faith of Our Fathers 813 ELW 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism                                                                                                    
As you are able, please stand. We will be “passing the peace” by using 
the peace sign (V for Victory sign). This may be different to how we once 
did this, but it is a safer way today and we receive and give Christ’s 
victory! 
P- The peace of the Lord be with you all!  
C- And also with you!  
P- In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with 
Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and 
for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to 
come.                                                                                                              
Water is poured into the font. 
P- We thank you God for the river of life, flowing free from your throne:                                                       
through the earth, through the city. through the rural farmland and 
through, everything living. 
C- You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;                               
you opened wide the sea for the Israelites.                                      
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is 
drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness 
and pass safely through. 
P- In Jesus Christ, you calm the troubled waters. You nourish us and 
enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and 
barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation.  
Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim 
us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst: cleanse 
our hearts: wipe away every tear 
C- To you, our Beginning and our End, and our Shepherd and our 
Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever, 
amen!                                      



Children’s Time  
                                                                                                                                  
Readings 

Acts 9:36-43   Lector – Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of 
charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her work with 
clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she 
fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in 
Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At 
that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid 
her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, 
“Please come to us without delay.” So Peter got up and went with them; 
and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows 
stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them 
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and 
said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, 
she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the 
saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known 
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed 
in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. Here ends this 
reading. 

Psalm 23 - The Divine Shepherd, A Psalm of David 
 Read responsively. 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
   he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
   I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
   your rod and your staff— 
   they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 
   in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall pursue me 
   all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
   my whole life long. 

Revelation 7:9-17  Lector – Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful 
people to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who 
vanquishes din and death. 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” 
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and 
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 
and worshipped God, singing, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor 



and power and might 
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.” 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in 
white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the 
one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come 
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 
For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
   and worship him day and night within his temple, 
   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
   the sun will not strike them, 
   nor any scorching heat; 
for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, 
   and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” Here ends this 
reading. 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                                           
As you are able, please stand. 
P- O God of peace,                                                                                                                            
C- you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal 
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do 
your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Gospel – John 10:22-30                                                                                                      

P- Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable 

claim that he and the Father are one. Those who understand this are his 

sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will neb=ver be snatched from his 

hand. 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of 
Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long 
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. 
The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do 
not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep 
hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my 
hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no 
one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are 
one.” The Gospel of the Lord. 

C- Praise to you, O Lord! Please be seated. 

Message – A Case for Living Together  Sometimes the only person 

who needs to change is me, and the change must be from the inside 

out! We are NOT to conform to this world, but to transform it by making it 

a Love Zone. 

Offering Hymn – The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW 502 
 

Offering Prayer                                                                                                                                 

As you are able, please stand.                                                                                                                                            

P- Living God,                                                                                                                     

C- you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together. In your peace-

filled reign you welcome us all to your table. Reach out to us in this 

meal, and show us your wounded and risen body,                                

that we may be nourished and believe in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen              



Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen 

Prayers of the Church – When the pastor says, “Lord in your mercy” 

please respond with “hear our prayer!” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever. Amen. 

Announcements in the Life of Our Church 

Blessing & Dismissal                                                                                                                                                                                    

P- God, the Author of life,                                                                              

Christ, the living Cornerstone,                                                                          

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,                                                                           

+ bless you now and forever.                                                                                                   

C- 

Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

P- Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C- Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!                                                                           

P- Go in peace. Tell what God has done.                                              

C- Thanks be to God! ZION…a place to belong, a place to believe, a 

place to become! 
 

Sending Hymn – Our Father, by Whose Name 640 ELW 
 

Pastor Jer’s phone number – 402-404-0494 

Britan’s number – 308-730-0599 

Pastor…………………………..…………….. Rev. Jerry Gilbreath 

Organist……………………………..……….. Alnora Daubendiek 

Acolytes……………………………………... Navaeh Niles, Kameron Riha 
Reader………………………………………..Todd Bohlmeyer 
Vital Statistics 

207  $3110.00 

This Week 

Sunday School, 8:45 am 

Breakfast Club, 9 am 



God’s Grace DVD series, 9:30 am  

Worship/Holy Comm 10 am 

NEXT Sunday, May 15 

Worship/Comm 10 am 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to worship!  Warm Welcome to all our visitors.  We would 

love to have you visit again! We ask that you please sign a visitor 

card located in the pews and bring the information section of the card 

to the information center desk, located in the unity room.  We are so 

glad you are here! 

HANDICAP PARKING-IN THE NEED FOR MORE HANDICAP PARKING 

FOR OUR WORSHIP SERVICES, WE WILL BEGIN TO USE ALL 

SPACES FROM PARSONAGE TO NORTH DOORS OF CHURCH FOR 

THOSE THAT HAVE DIFFICULTY WALKING OR USE WALKERS. 

PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE OF THOSE THAT TRULY NEED THE 

CLOSER PARKING.  THANK YOU!! ~The Church Council 

Missing after sunrise breakfast is a 9X13 Pyrex glass pan with ridges on 

the side owner has lid at home. It is the only pan that fits in her aladdin 

carrier. Please return to the parish hall as soon as possible!  

Prayers: Janice Oden (Sharon Schuster's sister) has passed away from 
cancer. Please keep her family in your prayers. 
 

Today we honor all the mothers in our Zion family and wish each of you 
a Happy Mother’s Day! We recognize our newest mother Kaitlyn Buss and 
oldest mother in turn Mildred Meints; with a floral arrangement that may be 
taken home after church today! 
 

Council is looking for volunteers to serve on a committee to update 

Zion’s picture directory. If you are interested in researching current options 

or providing photography services, please contact Brenda Gronewold at 

402-520-0397.  

The fifth Sunday in May offering has been designated to go to the Evan 
and Kaitlyn Buss Family to help with Tholen’s medical expenses. 
 

Graduate recognition – If you have a high school or college graduate, 

please forward their names and future plans to Britan at 

britanmeints@gmail.com or 308-730-0599. Graduation recognition is 

scheduled for May 22nd. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

You are invited to enjoy an informational evening Wednesday, May 18th at 

6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall with guest speaker, Amber Lovitt, Executive 

Director CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Gage County for 

abused and neglected children hosted by Zion’s WELCA (Women of the 

ELCA). Amber recruits, trains and mentors’ volunteers who are appointed 

by the County Judge to gather information. These children are in the court 

system of no fault of their own but due to abuse and neglect. They offer 

training services and supplies to the community to help children and 

families thrive together. Area churches have been invited as well, so 

please bring a friend. Refreshments will also be served. 
 

Helping out Sunday, May 15th  

Acolytes – Dawson Smith, Gage Smith 
Reader- Elnora Lenners 
 

May Altar Guild:   Susan Newman, Lorene Wallman, Sandy Meints, Marcella 
Rademacher 
May Table Troop Volunteers: Linda Ideus, Les Rademacher, Mert 
Rademacher,Don Schuster, John Gronewold, Robert Ideus, Paul & Shellie 
Remmers 
 

SHUT INS 

Gold Crest –Mildred Meints, Marie Schoen      

Homestead House – Thees Busboom, Elsie Zimmerman 

Whispering Winds Cottage  – LaVern Parde 

Our Homes Assisted Living – Randy Oltman 
 

The parish hall has been reserved May 21st, and June 4th  

mailto:britanmeints@gmail.com

