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TOGETHER
IN FAITH

“Bonded in Christ's love, we teach, preach, and equip God’s people for discipleship here and throughout the world.”
~Zion Lutheran Church Mission Statement

Zion Lutheran Church
“A place to belong, a

place to believe, a
place to become.

Sunday Service 10:00am

Interim Pastor —Rev. Dr.
Renae Koehler

INSIDE THIS ISSUE .

An Easter Prayer for You from Pastor Renae
Pastor !Vles_sage ------------------- 1 Easter arrives and you notice the stone rolled away not only
Council Minutes ........... 2 from a tomb in Jerusalem, but from the sealed chambers of

Adult Bible Study ........ 4 your heart. The kingdom of God is within you. Jesus told you
Church Statistics 4 that; but now you begin to understand and experience
""""" it. Easter is arriving and so, the earth is greening, love is

Committee Reports ....... 5 blossoming, and the sacred rhythm of rebirth is at work within

Miscellaneovus............. 9 you. Resurrection is not merely a story remembered:; it is an
Bulletin Sponsors........ 12 awakening unfolding now in the hidden garden of your soul.
Snow Brigade ............ 12

Worship Leaders ...... 13 May you step gently into the radiant mystery, discovering
Birthdays................. 14 new _Iife sti_rripg in your own depths. Happy Easter—may
Calendar................... 15 the light within you rise. Amen

Love and Blessings,
Renae

Contact information for Pastor Renae
cell: 402-867-4044. email:Renaek7 @gmail.com
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Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting
The meeting was called to order by President Les Lieneman.

March 1, 2026 - A Short Emergency meeting was called to order to review rates of the
certificates of deposits that came due for the Seminary CD, the Sinking Fund CD, and the
Seminary Savings. A proposal was made and vote taken to take $10,000 out of the Seminary
savings and make it into a CD. We ended up with a 12-month rate of 3.45% APY on the
money out of Seminary savings that we made into a CD.

March 10, 2026 Meeting

Members present: Paul Jurgens, Jenny Busboom, Jason Wallman, Dennis Remmers, Laurie
Wallman, Les Lieneman, Kevin Buhr, Laurie Leners, & Tony Hoffman

Member absent: Todd Bohlmeyer

Motion made and seconded to accept meeting agenda for 3-10-2026 meeting.
Motion made and seconded to accept minutes from 2-4-2026 meeting.
Celebrating God’s Work in Progress-Old Business

e  Touched base on the New Contractor that will be completing work in fellowship
hall after Easter.

e 5th Sunday offerings were discussed - March will be towards Endowment, May
will be towards cemetery, August and November are yet to be determined.

Discerning God’s Will - NEW Business

. Benevolence Gifts for 2026 - $6,000 Budget is to be divided up in $500
increments to the following organizations- Community Food Pantry, Warrens
Table, Day One Ministries, St. Monica’s, CASA, Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Freeman and Beatrice, Hope Crisis Center, Mother to Mother Ministries, Matt
Talbolt, People City Mission, St.Paul’s School

o Gathering of Sunday Offering - Should the offing remain gathered with the
plates or given upon entrance at the door?

. Retractable Screen and Projector - Looking into a screen and projector to
use up front in the Church that would be mobile

o Spring Clean-up - March 28th is the date of the clean-up. (Weather date for
outdoor cleanup would be April 11th) start time will be 9 am on the 28th for
both indoor and outdoor cleanup crew

. Confirmation Faith Projects- Displays will start in Church up front on the
19th of April. Presentation to the Council will be done on April 15th. Displays will
be for 2 weeks.
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Check on Eakes Copier lease term - check on date of lease term and also
report copier is now fixed.

Subsplash App for Church - We are looking into a church-based app for our
church to communicate and educate.

Easter Breakfast - will be done between services on Easter Sunday. We are
passing along sign-up sheets for donations for breakfast items.

Easter Lily Sign-up Sheet - There is also a sign up sheet for Easter lilies if
you would like to provide one for the Easter Service.

Funeral Expense for Pastor - We would like the funeral homes to make the
Pastor’s payment be $250 for funeral service preparation and bereavement
counseling.

Maundy Thursday Service - Details on Maundy Thursday service
organization, and preparation.

Pastors Mileage - 663 miles

Baptisms in 2026

Ledger Frost 4/12/26
Owen Frerichs 4/19/26

Weddings in 2026 - 2027

5/2/26- Taiten Harms & Hannah Lueders
5/23/26- Tyler Welch & Ashley Parde
9/12/26- Brady Ideus & Lauren Trauernicht
9/19/26- Brett Oltman & Taraesha Cole.
10/24/26- Micheal Knipe & Bibiana Ornelas
6/18/27- Katie Bohlmeyer & Travis Hula

Ministry Team Report as of March 10, 2026

Financial - General Balance on hand - 2/1/2026- $116,687.93

Income - $47,583.58

Balance on hand — 2/28/2026 $115,763.11

Sinking Fund - $61.464.17

Seminary Fund - $72,437.47

Thrivent Mutual Fund - $3,200.37

Open Savings - $36,247.01

Motion was made to approve the Financial and Ministry Team Reports

Next Council Meeting will be Wednesday April 8th, 2026
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CHURCH STATISTICS

Wed. Feb. 25t Sunday, March 1+t Wed. March 4th
Attendance: C - 56 Attendance: C—- 146/ S - 51 Attendance: C - 54

Offering: C - $3,475.05 Offering: C- $3,166.61/S - $226.00 Offering: C - $722.00
Sunday, March 8t Wed. March 11th Sunday, March 15t
Attendance: C - 169/S - 48 Attendance: C - 40 Attendance: C - 122/S - 45
Offering: C - $3,393.00/S - $26.25 Offering: C - $418.00 Offering: C - $7,179.00/ S - $10.00
Wed. March 18th Sunday, March 22 Wed. March 25th
Attendance: C - 61 Attendance: C- 118/S - 56 Attendance: C - 45

Offering: C - $702.65 Offering: $$3,543.00/S - $137.25 Offering: C -$348.00

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

***All are invited to attend,

Come to Pastor’s class
“"How the Bible Came to Be.”

Join us at 9AM on
Sunday, April 19th!

Pastor Renae is an excellent teacher and Bible
scholar. No worries if you miss one; each class is a
self — contained topic. You will learn a lot in one
hour!

KNOW IT TODAY

A You'll discover that the Bible is a library of books by
distinct authors in specific times of history. The word
“Bible” literally means “a collection of little books.”

Whether you're new to scripture, lifelong in the church, spiritually curious, or full of
questions, this class will deepen your understanding and bring the Bible to life in a whole
new way. This class will continue from March and April.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: Did not meet

HOSPITALITY: Did not meet.

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE: Did not meet.

PARISH ED:
Balance on Hand = $3,192.13

VBS - We need two new people to join our VBS committee for a 3-year term. Courtney to post
on Facebook and email Michele to put an announcement in the bulletin. We scheduled our first
meeting for Wednesday March 18t at 6:30pm.

First Communion - We will cover cupcakes and paper plate costs for the 5% grade class. Sammie
and Alyssa are coordinating after church cupcakes, cookies, and a gift for Sandy.

Palm Sunday - Order for 80 palms given to Steve & Diane Oltman. Little kids need to sing first
at the beginning of the service. We are going to ask some of the 8" grade girls to help with
putting the palms on the cross. Jordan ordered new grape vine and when that gets in she will
put it around the cross. Ross fixed the base of the cross.

PARK BOARD:

March 5, 2026

Roll Call - Greg Dorn, Terry Oltman, Kevin Meyer, Greg Robinson, Todd Bohlmeyer
No Minutes from previous meeting

Treasurers Report
e Checking Balance: $8,485.51
e No Bills to approve

New Business
e 2026 Games

e Freeman still up in the air if they have a team, sounds like if they do the games will
be at Zion. Should find out in March or April.

e Ryan Busboom'’s little league teams will play some games in spring/summer, but not
sure how many as they are in a different league.

e Talked about advertising in the voice to see if interest from area teams and we will
discuss in April. Motioned and approved unanimously to have Kevin/Terry work with
the Voice to put that notice out.

e Flagpole

e Leonard and Caroline Gronewold family donated $2,500 for a flagpole and stone.
Pole was $1,500, stone was $500, and light plus installation most likely the rest. Wiill
be installed this spring.
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Electric Service Work
e Looking to run electric to the batting cage, light by the road, the flagpole, and
improving the electrical in the concession stand from fuse to breaker. Kevin knew an
electrician in Adams that can do that. Motioned and approved unanimously to have
him pursue cost.

Taxes
e Greg is taking the books to his accountant in Beatrice and will have her file for us.
Motioned and Approved unanimously.
Playground Landscape Bark
e Getting bare and discussed rubber shreds or wood bark. With uncertainty of games
and future it was decided Todd has a lot of leftover from when Norris cut cedars
from a area windbreak and during a spring work day will deliver to ball field to
distribute. It was what was there previously.
Tree Pile
e Tree Pile getting big, Greg R going to coordinate with fire dept to burn in the summer
when there is no fire risk or greatly reduced fire risk. Motioned and approved
unanimously.
Infield Grass
e After Freeman game (if having) will scrape 10-20ft of field in front of outfield and
bring in grass. Discussed cost of sod and seeding and if we do in the fall and water
the seeding is the best and most economical option. At that time will run another
station of sprinklers as well so it takes and is in great shape by Summer 2027.
Motioned and Approved Unanimously
2026-2027 Officers
e Terry Oltman President
e Greg Robinson Vice President
e Greg Dorn Treasurer
e Todd Bohlmeyer Secretary
e Motioned and Approved Unanimously
e Grounds keeping and mowing coordination
e Motioned and approved unanimously to have a $100 a month for 6 months person to
coordinate that. We have many that want to help mow and get field ready, just need
a coordinator.
e 5th Sunday Offering
e Motioned and approved unanimously to ask if Zion Church would consider allowing
Fuller Park Assoc to be a recipient of a 5th Sunday offering.
e Land Transfer
e Land that Fuller Park Field, Tabernacle, Playground, Concession Stand, Disc Golf is
still listed under Church. Have spoken with Zion Council about pursuing a land
transfer agreement that gets it away from Church and into the Association. With first
right provisions on future land transfer agreements to prevent secondary transfer
agreements. Will find out from attorney options and present to Zion Church Council
and Church.
¢ Adjournment
e Motioned and Approved Unanimously. No known next meeting date.
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PUBLICITY: Did not meet.

PROPERTY & MANAGEMENT:
Meeting Date: March 10, 2026
New Business:
e  Painting fellowship room
Replacing Parish Hall doors
Looking into professional contractor to look at front doors of the chuch
Buhr’s going to trench soon at the schoolhouse
Noakes will run the wire after Buhr’s are done
e  March 28" inside and outside Clean-up day.
Old Business:
e  Fellowship doors have been installed.
e  Schoolhouse HVAC system plus dehumidifiers & Parsonage HVAC system were
installed
e  Boiler system working for now. Two radiators on northside need fixing
e  Ceiling fans installed

STEWARDSHIP: Did not meet.
WILLIE & ANNA MEINTS ENDOWMENT:
Date: March 10, 2026
Committee members present: Did not meet
Treasurer’s Report:
Balance on hand as of 1/30/26 $351,785.61
Balance on hand as of 2/27/26 $355,225.89
Old Business:

o Committee met on 2/19/26 to review college applications & distribute funds to
applicants who met the scholarship qualifications. A total of 18 applicants were
paid $985 each. Checks were mailed on 2/21/26 with a letter reminding
students to commune at least 1 time per year (must complete a communion
card), asking them to cash their checks within 30 days of receipt and reminding
them to write a thank you note to Willie & Anna Meint’s daughter.

New Business:

e No new business.

WORSHIP & MUSIC: Did not meet.
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Please reach out to Courtney Schlake,
Jordan Freeman, Sarah Bartlett or
Kate Meints if you are interested or
want to learn more!

GRACE CIRCLE:

Grace Circle monthly Bible study and meeting was held on March 11%. We opened by reading the
hymn O Living Breath of God” in unison. The lesson on prayer was given by Lorene Wallman.
Lesson closed with prayer,” Precious Lord, Take My Hand".

Chairperson Dorothy Trauernicht opened the business meeting. Minutes, treasurers’ report and roll
call was taken. 8 members were present. Offering of $35 was taken. Birthday anniversary money
was paid. Easter cards were signed for shut-ins. We discussed who might have a Quilt of Valor for
the June 14 Celebration. We are also thinking about what extra activities we would like to do this
summer.

8
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MISCELLANEOUS

THANK YOU - Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and visits after the loss of my sister Beverly
Daubendiek. A special thank you to Dr. Rev. Renae Koehler for her time visiting with Bev. May God
bless each and everyone. Thank you again ~Don & Gayle Schuster

THANK YOU - Thank you to all who made my 90th Birthday special. ~Irene Busboom

THANK YOU - Administrative Professionals Day is April 22" and the church council would like
to recognize and thank Riley Frerichs & Michele Kolm for their hard work all year long.

SYMPATHY - Our sympathy to the family of Art Schuster, as his funeral was on Friday,
March 6% at Zion. Please keep Sharon and family in your prayers.

WILLIE & ANNA MEINTS RECIPIENTS - Any college students that received the Willie &
Anna Meints scholarship and are involved in Turning Point USA, are asked to contact Kevin
Buhr at 420-429-1976 or burhkg@gmail.com as soon as possible.

EASTER LILY SIGN-UP SHEET ON THE WELCOME CENTER - Please place your name and
in memory or in honor of on the sheet. It will be posted in the May Newsletter and the
bulletins on Easter Sunday. Please don't plan to deliver until the week of Easter if at all
possible.

BED SHEETS NEEDED - Cleaning out your closets? The Zion Blanket Sewers are needing
sheets for the backs of the blankets we make. The sheets can be made of cotton, polyester,
polyester/cotton, or microfiber (flannel is okay, but not fleece). The sheets can be Twin to King
flat sheets and fitted sheets that are Queen to King sizes, which we will cut to the app 63” x 83
size we need. The extra material can be used to make the pieces tops for the blankets. The
sheets can be plain colors, patterns, and children’s designs. Sheets can be dropped off on the
kitchen counters in the Parish Hall. If you have questions, please contact Denise Schlake-Ideus
(402) 806-2236 or Elnora Lenners (402) 806-5909.

SPRING FLING - Join us in remembering the Golden Years. Saturday April 11t at 11:30am at
Filley ALC Parish Hall. RSVP by April 6 to Carol at 402.223.7919 or Betty at 402.806.1793.

FARM FRESH EGGS - Farm-fresh eggs are now available for purchase! Suggested price is $3 per
dozen and can be found on the Welcome Center. Proceeds will support various projects around the
church. Eggs have been generously donated by Don Schuster—thank you for your kindness and
support!

PLANT BINGO - Want some new plants. Come play plant BINGO! April 19t from 2-4:00pm at
Envision Landscape’s in Beatrice. Cost is $20 per person. Refreshments will be provided. Limited seats
available so text VeAnn Jurgens at 402.223.9237 to reserve yours ASAP.
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AMERICA 250 - The Nation’s upcoming birthday July 4, 2026, honors the 250™ Anniversary of
the signing of the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America, with a focus on
gratitude, religious freedom, and service. As part of the “"America 250" we

are planning to commemorate this historic moment in our nation’s history here

at Zion. On Sunday morning, June 14th, we will gather to celebrate and honor America. As
this event is still in the planning stages, we do have a plan to include a display of Quilts of
Valor from our present and past Zion members. We are also hoping to award a Quilt of

Valor. At this time, we are looking for “Quilts” of Valor that have been

presented to service members or veterans that attend or have

attended Zion. We are also seeking hames and contact

information for service members or living veterans who may be eligible to receive a
Quilt of Valor. As there is a protocol to nominate a candidate, this information

is needed in a timely manner. Please contact Denise Schlake-Ideus or

Marcia Busboom with any of the above information or if you would like to

help with planning this celebration. We are grateful to be collaborating with Quilts of Valor
organizations through Quilt Stitches in Beatrice and “Piecemakers” in Firth.

***The Mission of the Quilts of Valor Foundation is to cover Service Members and

Living Veterans touched by war with a comforting and healing Quilt of Valor.
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HOSPITALITY EVENT - In March the Hospitality committee hosted another successful sourdough
making class.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS:
March 1st: None
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March 8th: Irene Busboom and famiy.

March 15t Sponsored by Patty Thomas and Doyle Scott in honor of Gilbert Wolken’s birthday
March 16th. Happy Birthday Gilbert!

March 22": None

March 29t: None

IF INTERESTED IN SPONSORING A WEEKLY BULLETIN, you may do so by contacting
the Church secretary and making a check out to Zion Church for $75.00.

=SPONSORS,

M m‘,‘r ‘e

SNOW BRIGADE:

April 6t - Luke Ideus (Captain), Gary Gronewold (Tractor), Stan Lenners (Tractor), Justin
Hippen, Mark Buhr, James Lenners, Billy Harms, Larry Gronewold, Dale Zimmerman

April 14t - Mike Busboom (Captain), Dean Zimmerman (Tractor), Russ Wallman (Tractor),
Dan Jurgens, Greg Dorn, Paul Remmers, Craig Ideus, Terry Gronewold, Alex Buhr

April 20t - Jeff Wiese (Captain), Les Lieneman (Tractor), David Meints (Tractor), Jason
Lovitt, Matt Meints, Gary Wiese, Andy Schoen, Perry Jurgens, Kenny Jurgens, Josh Nelson

April 27t - Kyle Schlake (Captain), Eric Parde (Tractor), Chris Fossler, Steve Oltman, Jordan
Busboom, Greg Robinson, Hunter Blackwell, Keith Parde, Taiten Harms

13
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WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE

April 19% - 10:00am
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler

April 5t — Easter — 7am Service
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler

o Organist: Alnora Daubendiek
(P;Iji:gr': ngweerlilce é?oeouni Acolytes: Micah Hofstetter
Acolytes: High Schoolers Lector: HEQE?;/GIJSQS
o o S o
Special Music: Endless Hallelujah . . Duane & Janice P_arde

Special Music: Amigos
Men’s Choir
April 5™ - Easter - 9:30am
Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler
Organist: Alnora Daubendiek April 26" - 10:00am
Acolytes: Tavin Lieneman Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler
Alexis Folkerts Organist: Alnora Daubendiek
Lector: Sandy Meints Acolytes: Grayson Borgman
Greeters: Steve & Diane Oltman Korbin Busboom
Loreen Wallman Lector: DeAnn Oltman
Special Music: Trumpet Trio Greeters: Terry & DeAnn Oltman
Mickey Larkins
Special Music:
April 12t - 10:00am
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Renae Koehler
Organist: Shirley Gronewold
Acolytes: Nolan Buhr
Sadie Gronewold April Altar Guild: Carol Young, Sandy Meints,
Lector: Gary Gronewold Marcella Rademacher, Susan Newman
Greeters: Steve & Peggy Johnson
Brenda & Gary Gronewold April Table Troop: Mark Buhr (Leader), Alex
Special Music: Quartet Buhr, Stan & Mary Lenners, Alan Wiese,
Kids of the Kingdom Doug Parde, Jeff Busboom

14
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1 Jason Folkerts
Jackson Grenemeier

2 Matthew Fossler
Kace Schoen
Booker Theye

3 Morgan Frerichs

4 August Garton
Keith Jurgens

5 Maximus Cornelius
Larry Gronewold
Emma Lane
Kent Mahler
Kevin Trauernicht

6 Kim Folkerts
Angie Grone
Steve Gronewold
Connor Mason
Taylor Brandert

7 Presleigh Borgman

8 Ron Scholl

9 Emerson Ideus
Anna Siebert

Brittany Thomas

10 Cole Schuster

APRIL

12 Dennis Fossler
Macy Oltman
Lindsey Remmers

13 Devin Dorn
Kinley Novotny

14 Monty Barnard
Maverick Podany
Sloane Gene Sturek

16 Rhonda Dorn
Alan Folkerts
McKenzleigh Ideus

17 Carley Leners
Janet Schuster

18 Lauralee Sullivan
Brooks Coffin
Joni Folkerts
Karissa Parks

20 Jonah Reed
Lennon Hofstetter

21 Brian Evers
Ryan Harms
Susan Newman

22 Angela Blecha
Grayson Borgman

23 Lindsay Harms

15

24 Garrett Ideus

25 Brittany Sturek
Beau Gronewold
Paige Harwood
Jami Meints

26 Duane Jurgens
Doreen Remmers
Ryan Wiese

28 Emmalynn Blecha
Sandi Davison

29 Josh Jensen
Brian Daubendiek

30 Linda Ideus
Savannah Mahler
Doug Parde
Wayne Wallman
Adam Frerichs
Heath Hovendick
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
6pm - 70 & 8" 7PM 7PM
Grade Confirmation
& 15t Communion MAUNDY GOOD
Class meet with THURDAY FRIDAY
parents SERVICE SERVICE
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
EASTER 9-1 Blanket Sewing
7:00am Youth 1:30pmtSrac$hC|rcIe 9-3 Blanket
Sunrise Service 6pm - 77 & 87 Sewing
8:00 Easter Breakfast Grade Confirmation
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 7pm — Committee
9:30 Meetings
Worship/Communion 7:30pm — Council
Meeting
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:45am Sunday _ _ Ladies Aide
Sehool g 3 Blanket g 3 Blanket 6pm - 700 & gt
9am BKF Club ewing ewing Grade Confirmation
10am 8th Grade Faith
Worship/Baptism/ projects after
Quartet/Kids of the church
Kingdom
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8t Grade Faith
projects Displayed | g_ 9-3 Blanket 6pm - 7t & 8t Newslett
8:45 am SS g 3 .Blanket Sewing Grade Confirmation p;m?:g e
9 am BKF Club/Adult | 2€WING Day!!!
Bible Study
10am
Worship/Communion/
Men’s Choir/Amigos/
Baptism
26 27 28 29 30
Confirmation
Sunday
8:45 am SS Ladies Aide
9 am BKF Club
10am Worship

16




89 AN ‘Il_PHPId
TO#1IWd3d

dIvd 9beisod 's'n
uoneziuebiQ Joid-UoN

Simply scan the QR Code to the right
to access Zion's Venmo
account and submit your offering.
Offering envelopes and online giving
via Vanco are still available to
members as well.

Zion Lutheran Church
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

“ZION A PLACE TO BELONG, A PLACETO
BELIEVE, A PLACE TO BECOME.”

Sunday Worship — 10:00am
CAN'T MAKE SERVICE WATCH US LIVE ON OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE “ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH -
PICKRELL"
SUNDAY SCHOOL- 8:45am
Adult Bible Study — 15t & 37 Sundays of the month
9:00-9:45am
CHURCH OFFICE: 402-806-3601
EMAIL: zionlutheranchurchpickrell@gmail.com
17
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